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Funded PhD Studentship
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Nutrition in infancy: an investigation of early experience in the development of food choice and intake in young children.
Supervisor: Prof. Marion Hetherington

Sponsor: Institute of Psychological Sciences, University of Leeds

Background: 

As children develop they acquire preferences for certain foods and accept these foods, whilst others are less liked and tend to be rejected.  Neonates appear to demonstrate a “hard-wired” positive response to sweet and negative response to bitter.  This suggests that liking for a sweet food is much easier to establish than for a bitter-tasting food, which will only develop with experience. Recent studies confirm that schoolchildren tend to avoid foods with bitter components such as vegetables, even when these foods are paired with positive postingestive consequences. It is not known whether liking for vegetables can be improved by exploiting different aspects of learning theory at different stages of development.  
Aim and objectives 

The aim of this 3-year funded studentship is to explore the acquisition of food preferences in infants and children.  The specific objectives are to 1) compare different forms of learning in the acquisition of liking for vegetables; and 2) characterise stages of development in which different forms of learning may promote such preferences.

Students who have, or are expected to attain, a 1st or 2.1 class honours degree in Psychology, Nutrition/Dietetics or a related discipline are invited to apply. A relevant Master's degree is desirable, but not essential. The 3-year PhD studentship will take effect from September 2009.

Applications are invited for a three-year PhD studentship commencing September 2009. The studentship will attract an annual tax-free stipend of £13,290 p.a. in addition to covering tuition fees. The PhD will be based in the Institute of Psychological Sciences at the University of Leeds. 

To apply for this studentship applicants should complete a University of Leeds application form (http://www.leeds.ac.uk/students/appfmweb.doc) and submit this together with a CV to Christine Cascarino, Institute of Psychological Sciences, University of Leeds, Leeds, LS2 9JT. For further information or informal enquiries please contact Prof. Marion Hetherington (mail: M.Hetherington@leeds.ac.uk)

Closing Date is 31st May 2009
